Washakie Museum and Cultural Center

An interactive animation showing the geological processes which formed

the Big Horn Basin. Captions at the top of the screen describe the events taking
place, and a timeline moves through geologic eras, from 540 million years ago
to the present day.

Reefy warm shallow sea deposits sand and mud that become limestone, sandstone and shale. Reefy warm shallow sea deposits sand and mud that become limestone, sandstene and shale.
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Dinosaur plains of the Jurassic Period. Pressures from the sides compress the crust, forcing cracks to develop and deforming
the layers into mountains.

MES0Z0|g DEPOSITS

65 0 65 0
MYA MYA MYA MYA

PALEOZOIC ME#)ZOIC CENOZOIC PALEOZOIC . MESOZOIC CEN‘ZOIC

Mountains grow and erode and fill the basin. Erosion takes materials to the sea and cuts today’s basin, while the continent is uplifted.
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